Erika Kate Foundation vying for $50,000 grant from Pepsi Refresh with public’s help
The Erika Kate Foundation, based in Muscatine, Iowa, is contending for a $50,000 grant in the Pepsi Refresh May contest.  Each month for one year Pepsi Refresh will provide grants in multiple categories to the top ten vote getters.  Erika Kate Foundation supporters will be able to visit their custom webpage (www.refresheverything.com/erikakate) everyday once a day in May to support the organization through voting.  

The mission of the Erika Kate Foundation is to help ease the emotional, spiritual, and financial burdens borne by parents of children with life threatening heart disease.   Founded in 2006, in honor of Erika Kate Maynard, the organization has supported dozens of families across the country including several from the University of Iowa Children’s Hospital.

“A common gift size to families is between $500-750.  We are able to help families get back on their feet or keep their lives on track while they focus on their child’s care; often while located away from home, their job, and possibly other family members, “ states founder Rich Maynard, “If we were awarded a grant of this size we could help up to one hundred families.”

Competition for the grant is substantial with 1000 organizations and new ideas vying for the monies monthly.  “It’s very important to get into the top spots early on so we appear on the homepage and can garner votes even from those who are not familiar with the group.  We are reliant on the help of our many EKF supporters, Facebook friends and anyone is compelled to vote.  We’ll be asking them to forward the information via email and post the details on Facebook all month long, “explains marketing director Annie Thomas.

The Erika Kate Foundation will be posting updates on their status in the competition on their webpage and Facebook fan page throughout May.  Although the top ten vote recipients will be posted in a current list for each grant category, finalists will be announced on June 1st.

To learn more about the Erika Kate Foundation, visit erikakate.org.  

