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Erika Kate Foundation’s reaches 120 families aided

New awareness efforts meant to grow organization on national level

The Erika Kate Foundation (EKF), based in Muscatine, Iowa, has reached a new milestone in helping 120 families affected by life threatening heart illness and in the process donating over $100,000. Co-founders, Rich and Traci Maynard, made the announcement Wednesday, August 4th, on the heels of several new initiatives by the organization including the launch of Team EKF for the 2010 Quad Cities Marathon, the 6 Degrees of EKF fundraising and awareness campaign, and release of a new video.

Rich Maynard states, “We seem to be entering an important phase of our development as an organization.    Our vision has always been to create a sustainable national assistance program for cardiac families in need of short term support while their child is facing a medical crisis.  We’ve determined that the need for this assistance program is prevalent and underserved.  We think the next 12 to 18 months will be pivotal in determining whether we can raise the resources to serve the needs well and sustain our offering.”  

Maynard explains that growing to this level has been balanced with the expansion of the Board of Directors to ten members including two cardiac social workers from Children’s Medical Center Dallas and the University of Pittsburgh Children’s Hospital.  EKF hired their first part time executive director, Maegan Gorham, whose job has been to communicate with families and solidify relationships with the heart centers.  EKF has also converted from a private foundation to a private operating foundation which modified their interactions with some of our donors and the IRS.  

To keep growing the list of families they can help, EKF has increased recent awareness efforts.  For the second year in the row, the Erika Kate Foundation will attempt to be the largest organization participating in the event of the Quad Cities Marathon on September 25th, 2010.  Individuals registered  for the races (marathon, half marathon, marathon relay and 5K) can also register on erikakte.org to be a member of Team EKF, receive a free t-shirt for the event and help raise awareness of the organization. EKF is also accepting corporate sponsorships until August 25th. 

Additional awareness efforts include this summer’s “6 Degrees of EKF” campaign which encourages EKF supporters to reach out to 6 people through email, Facebook, etc to encourage them to support EKF by furthering the awareness or signing up for a monthly donation.  The release this week of a new EKF video will aid supporters in sharing the message of EKF.  The video can be viewed on erikakate.org, Vimeo or Youtube.

 “It’s going to take a massive group effort to further our growth on a national level.  We would like nothing more than to see people who have been impacted in some way by a child with heart disease rise up and join our efforts to stand in the gap on behalf of parents in the midst of a heart related medical crisis with their young child.

There’s so much stress on parents and families in many of these situations.  It’s extremely comforting for them to know there’s an organization who’s ‘got their back’ when everything else is breaking loose.  Because of the assistance provided by EKF, parents can spend more time focusing on what matters most:  their child”, shares Maynard.

To learn more about the Erika Kate Foundation, visit erikakate.org. 

