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Erika Kate Foundation named co-beneficiary of the 2011 Quad Cities Marathon
Following two years as the largest organization participating in the Quad Cities Marathon, the Erika Kate Foundation has been named the co-beneficiary.  The Erika Kate Foundation (EKF) is a non-profit organization based in Muscatine, Iowa. Named in memory of little Erika Kate Maynard, who passed away shortly after a heart transplant in 2006, the Foundation is dedicated to its mission of helping ease the emotional, spiritual, and financial burdens borne by parents of children with life threatening heart disease. EKF has been aiding families across the United States since its inception with the goal of becoming a recognized national assistance program for families of children with heart disease.

The co-beneficiary status was officially announced at a press conference on May 12th.  An initial kick off contribution of $4000 was awarded to the Erika Kate Foundation from the Quad Cities Marathon.  The average contribution to an EKF family is approximately $1000.  EKF seeks the help of Team EKF members to bolster fundraising efforts leading up to this signature event of the organization.

Between 2009 and 2010, Team EKF participants grew from 90 runners and walkers to 160 participants.  The Erika Kate Foundation plans to field an even larger team for the 2011 QCM with a goal of 250 participants.  Being a member of Team EKF includes aiding the organization with recognition and fundraising.  Anyone desiring to participate with Team EKF can visit erikakate.org to sign up at no cost and receive a free EKF t-shirt and goody bag in addition to the Quad Cities Marathon race registration and packet.  

If you or someone you know is interested in participating as a member of this year's Team EKF or serving as a Team EKF corporate sponsor, please visit www.erikakate.org or contact info@erikakate.org.
